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Jim Adkisson was frustrated by a lack of employment, a reduction of his food-stamp benefits, and what he perceived as the liberal ruination of the United States. 

  

Employment, food stamps – liberals?  Obviously, this is a man who is quite confused. 

  

"He did express frustration that the liberal movement was getting jobs." According to Knoxville Police Chief Sterling P. Owen. 

  

I don't think I even understand what that means! 
Adkisson went on a rampage at the church, Knoxville Police Department Investigator Steve Still wrote, "because of its liberal teachings and his belief that all liberals should be killed because they were ruining the country, and that he felt that the Democrats had tied his country's hands in the war on terror and they had ruined every institution in America with the aid of major media outlets."
Why does he think that liberals are in control of the United States of America?
"Because he could not get to the leaders of the liberal movement he would then target those that had voted them in office," the search warrant states.
So why did he target Unitarian Universalists? What does he know about us? 

  

First, we are not a political group.  Why does he think that we are?  
We are a "group of individuals."  This is somewhat an oxymoronic phrase.  Maybe that is confusing.  Each of us is free to believe in and pursue what we want to.  Attacking Unitarians for our ideas?  That's like trying to attack every idea in the universe all at once?  Apparently he does not know that we stand for freedom.  Why does he hate freedom? 

  

Members of the Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church did not recognize him.  His wife had been a member years ago.  That was the connection, but apparently his understanding of Unitarian Universalism can be summed up in one word  –  liberal.  His understanding of liberalism is also quite limited. 

  

A search of Adkisson's home turned up these books: The O'Reilly Factor, by television commentator Bill O'Reilly; Liberalism is a Mental Disorder, by radio personality Michael Savage; and Let Freedom Ring, by political pundit Sean Hannity.  Tell-tale signs of a man misled, confused, even blatantly misinformed. 

  

Friends of Adkisson reported that he expressed confusion about religion.  I wonder what his religious odyssey would be like.  Would he have stories similar to our own?  What would have happened if he had not been the victim of right wing media mania?  It is extremely ironic, for he may have attacked not only one of many groups who could have helped him, he may have attacked the group best able to address his concerns both spiritual and social.  He needed us and he didn't understand us.  He didn't understand us, he feared us, and he attacked us. 

 

I am a low profile, subtle kind of person.  I do not like to attract trouble, perhaps more so than the average guy.  When I heard about the shooting, I briefly, very briefly, thought maybe the Unitarian Fellowship of Lawrence is not such a safe place for me to be.  I am glad to say that I am now emboldened, not frightened, by this tragedy.  I can't help but feel partly responsible for Jim Adkisson's confusion.  The best way to make Unitarian Universalist congregations safe is to make it clear to all what Unitarian Universalism is truly about.  Maybe Jim Adkisson will never understand us, but I for one will never stop trying.
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